The Crimson Shrine that Changed Japan's History
Tanzan Jinja Shrine Bultin the Tth century
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This shrine s located deep in the mountaing, &5 though it wara hiding from peopts. The
conference for @ coup d'état (the fashi no Hen or teshi incident of 645) that changed
the history of Japan wes probably also conducted hera becacse of the Ssolated
location.

Its grourds Faatura |7 important cultural preperties, such as the workd's only
thirteen-storied wocdan pegoda. It looks maore like an alegant fort than a sheine, and
ant civt imaga many batties baing fought hara, The beght rad colar of the bdding
enict the aistumn foliage are very besutiful, and many people usa the site for viewing
eutimn tesves. it is known as the model for Nida Toshagu Shrine (Tochigi Prefecture.
World Heritage Sits). Enjoy the sofama air and graceful architecturs of this sscludad
maurtain site
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Origin of Somen Noodles "1
-Birthplace Of Somen-

Miwa.the birthplace of Somen
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Tatas from more than 1200 yeees ago tefl us thet Somen was mode for the first ome
bry & olan of Shinto priests who were the descondants of the Deity of Dmiva. The
method of maxing Stenen spresd among the common peopio

Somen noodies are st macdt with traditional manufecturing methods. Scer
Somen diving are now renowned a5 8 part of winter, Thinnie noodis » .
poshed techrigue. and thus they ane mine expensivg, Ao, longe: sgeng of noodies
grants batler teodhune. making aged noodes Wahar in quality
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Somen, a cool and delicate food $f-<@mif~ T304
Mamy foreigners are familiar with soba, udan and remen noodles, but very faw
foreignars know about Soman Sermen 58 white noodle mads fram wheat four, It is
sirnilar to pasta, but has 8 lower diamater of less than | 3mm, It s usualy sosked in
it watler and eaten cool The noadiss tharmsetvas do not heve & flavor, One simply
dips them in the sauce and enjoys the cool noodies shding down the throet. Somatimes
it.i% put into @ hot soup Just fike udon, This i callad “ryumen” . It is delicious whethes
£old o wirm
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Origin of Sake Brewing
-BirthPlace Of Sake Brewing-
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Druring the reign of Emperor Sopn, | Oth erperor of Jagan
fargund the 3nd century), & sichnesa fall upon the land,

Cne night. Omonenuahi - dedty of Omiwa Jinja Shene - appenced
in the troubled armperer’s dreams 1o command him to angaas in
“reverential worship”

The emparar had Takehashillehi ao-Mikoto brow a batch of sake of the tighest order,
and it was then presented o the daity as an offering

With that, the sicknass abated, leaving the fand In pesce, Omonenuah had sccepted
theer offaring of hospitality.

Crwing to thees events, Takahashilhuhno-Mikota was anshrined ax the deity of
brewers at lkuhl Jinja Shrine, an euxdliary shring st Omiwa Jings Shrine,

From sncient times and continuing even mow, the connection Batwean Omiwa Jiia
Bhwing and sake rung desp.

Sake offered to the deities i sometimes calied “mesn” | and Mekura kotoba (ths
poste epithets used in Japaness snciant posms) for the ward “miws” s caled
“umasske’, meaning “delicious sake
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Places to See and Eexperienc:e

Touching the Buddha's heart in a guiet mountain temple

P-._walk in the ancients' shoes

Abe MOHJUin Temple Built inthe 7th century
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The temple primanity reveres “Monju” (Sk, Manjusril, the Buddha of wisdon It is
knowin &5 one of the three greet temokes to Manju in Japan, Given that Monju is 8 daity
of wisdom, many students sesking to pess exarrs isit the tenmple. This templs has
bean a site of worship for comman peopla for over | 300 years: The temple grounds
are dotted with refics from many eros, ranging frony tha modern templa hall to medieval
sculptres end & burial mourd from the Tth cantury AD. The tempée is also home to
truly unique experiences. [t is definitely warth a visit to attend the "shichimainiSeven
warships)”,  caramony unigua to this tempe to ward off evils, IF you're in the aren,
miske Surn to-visit while you can!
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Tokai Monju

Status of honju Bosatey seatad on @ ion with & fanking images, AF five statues &re

Metional Treasures. Craated by Kaiked, a Buddhist seulptor representative of the

Famgkure Period (| 185 1333] It is Tm high, and ia the largest Monju Bosatsu state

in Jagan,
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A fairytale setting with a solemn atmosphere
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Hasedera Temple Bt n the 8th century
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A beautiful termple bullt on the slope of 8 mountain, m harmony with natwe. 1tis
poputar as & “flowar temple” in whick the grounds are always decorated with flowers
throwghout the four seasons. There are thirty Bialdings on the, grounds, and a
fradetional monzen town with sowvenir shops and rpokan ines 6 the surrounding srea,
Ewpact tn spend smaral ralming hours here, The scenary after cimbing the atons
steps to the rain hall and the status of Buddha is absciutely breathteking. This
resplandant temple is less fraquently visited then these in Kyoto, allowing visitors to
epand Bme communing with the Buddhe's spirt, i s the principal meuntain of tha
Buran school of the Shingon Buddhist sact, the origin of the 3000 tempies o the
courtry. Visitors will be able to glimgse the many monks who train thare.
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Yamanobe Road E]
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A road running north end south slong the eastern adge of the MNera Basin, connecting
Mount Miwa in Saxurai City and Mownt Kasuga in Nara City, 1t is said to be "the
awdast road in Jagan" becauss it is the ofdest rosd to be mentienad in the Chraniches
of Japsn It is 8 robd of sbout 16 km i langth from Omiwe Jinja Shrina in Sekurei
City to lsonokami Jingu Shring in Tenr City, and is known as a particulsrly beautiful
niking course.

Mournteins risa gently in the east. and the entve Nars Basn can ba seen th the west,
Walking along o path through rice felds and orchards, visitors will come across a
nurmber of shrines and sncient burinl mounds. Tha scenery along the wey is mantioned
in rreny Waka {Japanese poemsi, and the landscape that mpressed paopla of the
past enough toowrite of itin poeng still remans to this day.
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Be enveloped in the Buddha's kindness

OI"ﬂiWﬂ Jinjﬂ Shfine (Congtruction predates historical record)
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A traditional shrine that sopears many times in ancent myths. It is zaid o be the
ofdist shring in Jepan, KMourt Miva wes worshiped os 8 deity. and still retains this
farrn of pririthe Shintoigm, Thi sheina’s grounds are large with several places to see
dotting the foot of Mount Miwa 1t s 8 geod iden o take wour time to vist sach
focetion while scaking in thi power of Maunt Miwa and the feith of the comman
pecpde, unchanged for thousands of yoarg
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Mount Miwa
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Mot Miwa hes never been subject 1o logging due to te sacred swatus, and retaing ite
farests untooched from thsmends of yonrs in the past
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This is & queet temple bult on 8 hill eutside the town of Sakural. One can seée the
whigle af Mounl Miva freen e rraln 5.-|t¢n
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Eleven-faced Kannaon

v gtatua of Buddha radistes uriversaily encompassing banevolence. It has won
zccisim from rmany artists. It s citad as a represantative wark in the history of
Japaresa saulpture, The site m not hamly visted by tourists, and the atillness siows
vistord b epand bme sommuning with the Buddhe

It was eoce the pringipal image of Dmiwadara Temple, o Buddhist temple that vsed to
b kocuted n the precincts of Omiwa Jinja Shrive, When the storm of Haibutsa
kel (“nbalish Bvddhism and destroy Shalyarmuni”, & term which advocatag the
expulsion of Buddhsm from Japan) swept through Japan during the Maiji Perad, the
Buddha statue was ramevad 1o thes location in | 868, When Jepan's mational treasure
i_r'*:’nl 1 was aatablished, thiz was the first national treasure to be salacted. AL tha tima,
orly 26 rtional ressores were dMll:u'lE'll it
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FeHMIT DT Location of Sakural City
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P Sakurai Tourism Information Office
EAHBAENT AREHEIEORS

W See the website for details
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Questions about this Publication BV 2h¢
P Tourism & Development Division , Sakural Ciry Hall
HAHRNES I UE
|Address|433-1 Odong, Sakurai City , Nara Prefecture
[Tel} 0744-42-9111[Hours|8:30to1 7:15/Closed| Weekerids and holidays
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Birthplace of Japanese Poetry
Man'yosha
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The Man'yoshu ia-Japan’s cidest boox of poatry, a colleston of varsa comgosed
batwean the bth century and latter half of the Bth cantuny.

Thaught to have bean completed after 759, it faatures over 4,500 works composed by
people of varkus stations in Khe, from tha Emparors and thair noblas to minor officals
and scldiars, The apening varse was compdsad in the Yamato region abking with
approwmately 280 other works, and many poetic monuments heve bean built in Yamata,
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Sakurai City, The Roots of Manyo

Salurai City i known for the birthplace of the Yamats Kingship, whese the soversignty
of the emperor has thrived for | 3th generaticns, The city is referred to as the very
beginning of the country of Japan, and thers.are numerous old folldales and songs
registared in *Kiki *Manys, the anthology of myrisd saves

If you walk around the ancient streets, like paths surrounding the mauntainside in the
city, you will discover a ot of Kiki Man'yo Kahi, the- monumant inscribad with a poem.
Thasa Kahi monuments-in Sakurai city were first built about 50 years ago to preserva
andt inhierit the city' 5 important historical landscapes for the future generations.
Through the afforts of the Sakurai native literary critic Mr, Yasuda Yajyuro, the city
panad broad support from prominent public Bgures who represantad the Shows sra,
and their calligraphy on these Kahi monuments are attracting visitars from arcund the
globe to the world of Kiki Man'vo as precious higtorical storytelless:

*Kiki was made using bath Kogki {The Records of Ancient Mattara) and Naensnoki
(Chronicies of Japan), and iz known as earliest historical recards of Japan

"Manmyo: & Collection of &8 Myriad Leaves. Man'yishi is the Bth cantury anthclcgy of
Japaness poatry
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Birthplace Of Japanese Entertainment

Tsuchibutai (earthen stage) [}
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Ascording to "Nihon Shold”, the Crranicies of Japen, the influantial Prince Shotoky
hught the boys how to dance the Gigala in the yeer &1 2, Gigaku i3 5 hmﬂ,uq p|;3
performed waaring mazks, end was transmitted from continertal China, "TaachEuta was
the first natianal theater in Japan, and was alsa chosen @3 tha leaation for tha Mational
Theater Resaanch Instilute for the development of Japoness ertartainmeant culture
Evarits are still held here 1o honer the location's histary,
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Birthplace Of Sumo

Sumo Jinja Shrine
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This shnne is Iocatad beside the road leading to Ansshiniimasuhyezu Jinje Shrine, About
2000 years ago, Momi no Sukuna and Taima no Kahaya porfermed & Suma mateh foe
Emparor Suinin, This is ssid to be the baginning of Surma wrastling, the national sport of
Jopsan, At the time, Sumo wes & sicking match, 1t g ssid that Momi ne Subune's kicks
biroke Tawma no Hehaya's back end took his ffe homi no Sukune i corsiderad to ba the
frunder of Suma.
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Pilgrimage to Sakurai City,
The Roots of Man’yo

~Introducing 26 Man'yshi Postry Moruments around the Yamanobe Rosd —
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Origin Of Buddhism In Japan
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it is sald that o arcsant Umoe many diplomats and suppes from other parts af Japan and
Eagtem Asm would come up the Yamats R from Osskn (calisd Nariwaniots at the tims)
ane land at & wharl in whit & row Kaneya, Sakurai Gty
bn the.&th sertury during the reign of Enperor Kinmel an arey of Paakchs G ancient
Korasn Kingdom) cama up hh rivar, landed in the aras, and spread tha teackings of
Buckdhism, Irr this s ther & 6 monument where the wharf once was Criginaly. the
Japaness peopls were animets who baleved 1 ¥aoyanieu no Kam (54, “the B million
g™ 1, but afer Bundhi teashings weee transmitted from the continent  coembinathon
with atvancad oullus and W aing, feth o the Buddbas ac gots fram distant Eods sprnad
Ferony Ihe nobility and the con of the ereiostecy
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Bth century Eiperod

wilth oy, T vt i hiard teachinga Bhe theas before,” and asked his mirsters

whethar or rot they should sccupt Buddhism. One of his minstars, Soga no Irama, reghied,
“Braddhiam ks part of the pdvancad culturs of the contirent, and in the Waeat all peopls pray b

the Bddhes We of Yamato (Japan) must sceept these teschings.” Howswar, Monoroba no
Ceeshi and Mekatom) no Kamaks opposed this, saying, “H we worship the rmew, foreign
Bucdhas a3 gode. we will [t the sngar of the gods of Japan”

'With that, the emperar bastowed Soga oo iname with & Buedhist statue anc permittad
Buddhist worship as a test. but the clors of Soga end Monorabs came o carflict aver the
28 of Buddhism, This conflict developad into o pawer struggle that split the political ward
of the tima nto two, In 587, Soga no Lirako and his alies klled Mananaba o Mariys,
eradiating the Mondnobs can and getting the ssue. With thy Soga clan seizing
preaminence, Budohism began to spraad acrans the whole of Jaman,
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